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KEY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

Thursday 30 May—Year 10 Breakfast 

Friday 31 May—Mid Term Break—School 
Closed 

Monday 3 June—Queens Birthday—School 
Closed 

Saturday 8 June—Variety Show 7pm in HIBS 
Auditorium 

 

 

Wednesday 12 June—Year 7—9 Boys and 
Blokes Event 

Saturday 22 June—Year 7 & 8 Dance at HIBS 

Friday 5 July—End of Term 2 

Monday 22 July—Start of Term 3 

DAILY TIMES FOR MONDAY, 
WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY AND  
FRIDAY 
 

Period Time 

1  8.40-9.30 

2  9.35-10.25 

Tutor/House  10.25-10.45 
Meetings 

Interval 10.45-11.05 

3 11.05-11.55 

4 11.55-12.45 

Lunch 12.45-1.35 

5 1.35-2.25 

6  2.25-3.15 

 

PRINCIPALS ASSEMBLIES HELD 
EACH TUESDAY. NOTE PERIOD 
TIMES BELOW 
 

Period Time 

1  8.40-9.25 

2  9.25-10.10 

Interval 10.10-10.30 

3 10.30-11.15 

4 11.15-12.00 

Break 12.00-12.10 

Assembly 12.10-12.55 

Lunch 12.55-1.45 

5 1.45- 2.30 

6 2.30-3.15 
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Most of you will be aware that, for the last two years, HIBS has been involved in a research project 
looking at what makes a high performing boys’ school. The research was carried out by an Australian 
research company, CIRCLE (The Centre for Innovation, Research, Creativity and Leadership in  
Education) and over 30 schools for boys in New Zealand took part. CIRCLE processed feedback from 
between eight and nine thousand respondents (parents, teachers and students). 
 

The survey looked at; ‘What do families in New Zealand want for the education of their sons in boys’ 
schools?’ And, ‘How well are boys’ schools fulfilling the expectations of society in New Zealand about 
the purpose of education?’ 
 

Dr Philip Cummins presented the findings of the research at the recent ABSNZ (Association of Boys’ 
Schools of New Zealand) conference, which I attended. I haven’t seen the full report, which is 248 
pages long, but I do have a copy of the 45 page summary.   
 

The results of the research won’t surprise most HIBS parents and they line up directly with what we 
try to do as a school. In fact Dr Cummins came up to me at the end of the conference and said that his 
fellow researcher, Bradley Adams, asked him to speak to me and compliment HIBS on the quality of 
material which came through from our school. He told me that it said much about the quality of 
schooling that we are providing. Phil also told me that I was the only Principal that he was asked to 
approach. Bradley Adams is a notable educator of boys and was Executive Director of the IBSC 
(International Boys’ School Coalition) until 2014, so this is a considerable compliment to the school. 
 

The name of the report is; High-performance culture in a whole education: the CIRCLE ABSNZ  
Excellence in Boys’ Education Project 2017-2019. 
 

Here are some quotes from the report, outlining many of the points covered: 
 

A majority of stakeholders in most boys’ schools in New Zealand believe that these schools do a good job 
of educating their boys. They like what they experience and are supportive of their schools. The  
language of the stakeholders is overwhelmingly expressed in terms of the development of the whole  
person and the development of the character and competencies that comprise this. They look to their 
schools to provide a whole education for whole men. 
 

“know us, know our boy, respond accordingly in your practice, and show us how he is growing as a 

whole person”. 
 
We know, from the research literature, how important engagement and motivation are to student  
success, especially for boys. What we have listened to again and again in this study are accounts or  
narratives about inspiration, brotherhood and pathways to success as a “whole man” within a culture  
of high challenge and support and of belonging and brotherhood that fosters the pursuit of excellence 
among boys. 
 

These seem to be the ingredients of the “secret sauce” of high-performance culture in a boys’ school – the 
things that motivate and engage boys in their learning. 



 
We believe that the work of leadership in schools for boys in New Zealand is critical. Leaders have great 
scope for implementing strategies designed to create the best possible student learning experiences 
through a high quality and relevant educational program that might lead to the articulation of the true 
character of the highest performing boys’ school – the consistency, rate, frequency and quality of  
development of 21C student character and competency as part of a whole education. 
 
Perpetuating that “secret sauce” of a boys’ school: aspiration, brotherhood and pathways to success as a 
“whole man”. We now know also that the standards for the implementation of successful culture – the 
method by which this “secret sauce” is made in a fit for purpose 21C learning community are as follows: 
 
1. School character, climate and culture: the whole work of schools in developing competency in civic, 

performance and moral character 
2. Leadership of the educational program: the progress of schools in constructing, disseminating and 

convincing their communities to subscribe to a compelling narrative of yesterday, today and  
tomorrow 

3. Teacher effectiveness in growing the “whole person”: the learning journey of schools in building the 
adaptive expertise and self-expertise of staff in pursuit of high standards in fulfilling their missions 
and attaining their graduate outcomes 

4. Student educational experience and outcomes: the culture of schools that asks good questions to 
produce good answers to multi-dimensional problems about how best to deliver an education for 
21C character and competency 

5. Strategic and operational alignment: the preferred future of schools with fit for purpose strategic 
thinking and implementation 

6. Teacher professionalism in a community of inquiry and practice: the knowledge engines of schools 
that focus on improved student outcomes that are linked directly to graduate outcomes and their 
related competencies 

 
CIRCLE will be investigating each of these six aspects over the next six years, starting with; Teacher ef-
fectiveness in growing the “whole man”. Depending on their methodology, we are likely to be called on 
again to contribute. 
 
You will also be aware that every two years we ask an independent education consultant, Bryan 
Gwilliam, to carry out an exit survey of the parents whose sons have left HIBS the year before. Even 
though we had carried out an exit survey for 2017 leavers, we asked Bryan to do another one for 2018 
leavers. This was in response to the events of last year, which affected our Year 13 student body, in  
particular. The core of Bryan’s report is now on our website. We also asked two specific questions for 

Bryan to investigate, in addition to his normal report. The answers to these questions shed a very  
positive light on the school and I am happy to supply them to parents on request. However, we didn’t 
think that they formed suitable material for our website. 

Mike Hutchins 
Principal 



 

STAFFING 

 
We recently farewelled Dirk Bylsma, our Director of Property and Finance. Dirk has done a fantastic job 
for the school in his 18 months with us. He has been proactive in setting up many systems for  
finance and property maintenance as well as driving initiatives, such as the online ordering system at 
the canteen. He leaves having made a positive difference to the school, although we look forward to 
continuing our relationship with him, in his role as a parent. 
 
Dirk will be replaced by Byron Lynds. Byron is familiar with HIBS, as he has been our BOT Auditor for 
the last four years. We look forward to welcoming Byron to HIBS on 17 June. 

 

SCHOOL 2019 BOARD OF TRUSTEE ELECTIONS 

 
Canterbury Education Services (CES) are providing BOT election services for our School in the  
forthcoming BOT elections. 
 
You should have received nominations forms in the post by now.  If you would like to become a  
member of the HIBS Board of Trustees, the key dates are as follows –  
 
Friday 24 May Nominations close at noon.  An election will then be held if the number of  
 Nominations exceed vacancies.  For our school the number of parent  
 vacancies are 5. 
 
 We encourage all who wish to stand to put forward a profile, preferably,  
 through our school portal at https://boardelections.nz 
 
Wednesday 29 May Voting papers will be sent by post to all parents/caregivers. 
 
Friday 7 June Voting closes at 12 noon. 

https://boardelections.nz/


Benjamin Waine 
made his debut for 
Wellington Phoenix in 
the A-League, coming 
off the bench and has 
also been named in 
the New Zealand  
Under 20 Football 
Team. 

Jack Callear won the 
Wellington Open BIC 
Sailing regatta. 

Ryan Wood won the 
NZ Sprint  
Championships in 
Auckland  
racing in the DD2 
Class  

George Stoupe was 
selected in the New 
Zealand Davis Cup 
Tennis Development 
Squad and was a  
finalist for the Young  
Sportsman of the Year 
(Hutt Valley Sports 
Awards.). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Caleb Wilson has been selected as the Cox on 
the Wellington Rowing Association Row 4 
Gold programme. Nine Year 12 Boys and nine 
Year 12 Girls from different schools have been 
selected and Caleb is the cox for the boys. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Caleb He finished 13th in the Open Grade of 
the New Zealand North Island Chess  
Tournament and 2nd in the New Zealand B 
Grade.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Charles Gillingham was one of two students 
in New Zealand to be selected for the European 
Space Camp in Andoya, Norway from 8 – 15  
August 2019. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Roan O’Sullivan has been chosen to take part 
in a Chinese Scholarship trip to China 2019 with 
the Confucius Institute at Victoria University. 
The trip takes place from the 21st of September 
to the 5th of October. 



RELAY FOR LIFE 
 
The spirit of generosity is alive and well in the HIBS community and has been on fire over the month 
of March! 
 
A massive thank you to the entire HIBS community for your hard work, effort and sacrifice resulting 
in raising an incredible $144,000 for the Cancer Society during our Relay for Life Campaign. 
Many  lives will be touched by your generosity and benefit from the funds raised. THANK YOU !! 
What an amazing result and what an incredible community! 

HUTT VALLEY SPORTS AWARDS 
 
The Hutt Valley Sports Awards were held on 16 May 2019 at the Walter Nash Stadium, Lower Hutt. 
Jonathan Bailey won the category for Young Volunteer of the Year. 



PAST PUPILS 
 
Congratulations to these barristers and solicitors from the Class of 2012: Young-Chan Jung, Michael 
McIlvride, StJohn Howard-Brown, Michael Varuhas.    

 

 

PICK UP/DROP OFF AREAS 
 

The school has designated pick up and drop off areas for students arriving at school. These are  
located by the Performing Arts Block and are identified by solid yellow lines on the parallel parks. 
 
We ask that parents use this area before and after school for safety purposes.  
 
Please refrain from driving through the Admin gates to drop your son off or parking on the yellow 
dotted lines. 

OUTSTANDING ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 
 

There are over 100 Entertainment Books outstanding. Please ensure your son has returned his  
Entertainment Book to the box in the Reception area. If you have ordered a Digital Membership but 
still have the book please ensure the book is also returned to the box in the Reception area. 
 
If you are wanting to purchase a Book or Digital Membership please order using the following link: 
 
https://www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/104g194  

https://www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/104g194


HIBS VARIETY SHOW 
 

SATURDAY 8 JUNE 7 PM  
HIBS AUDITORIUM  

TICKETS $15 
 
To ensure you don't miss out on this epic night of entertainment please go to the HIBS website. The 
front banner will display the Variety Show page with an 'Order Here' tab. When you click this, 
you will be taken directly to the ticketing order form.  
  
Once you have completed this form, you will receive an email with your booking reference number 
and other important information. Please carefully follow all instructions (as the process differs from 
previous years). It is important to note that an order is not guaranteed until payment has been made. 
Also if you would like to sit with other family members or friends, you will need to purchase your 
tickets as a group.  
  
Tickets will be distributed to the boys 
twice weekly via the runner. If you have 
ordered tickets but not received them, 
please check with your son in the first 
instance, before following up through 
the school.  
  
If any of your group has specific seating 
requirements due to mobility issues, 
please follow the instructions on the 
ticketing order form to ensure you are 
seated in comfort. 
  
If your son is performing or working 
as part of the Crew for this year's 
show, please do not purchase a ticket 
for him. They will instead watch the 
dress rehearsal and we will aim to have 
a live video feed into the green room 
during the show. 

  
Tickets are $15 each. Sorry no discounts. 
All audience members will require their 
own seat (including little ones). This 
event is historically a sell out show and 
so it is likely there will be no door sales. 



Et voila : 
 
A group of Year 10 and 11 HIBS boys were privileged to have gone on an adventure to Tahiti. It was a 
school trip organised to give our boys an extension in their ability to use the French language and 
develop an understanding of another country's culture. However, no one can forget how great of a 
holiday it was, with the splendid activities and the many beautiful aspects: the beaches, tours,  
weather, water, lagoons, vegetation, food and so much more. We were all stunned at what this trip 
provided for us as individuals as well as the school benefits. I am glad to be able to share some of the  
memories that I remember so well. 
 
We participated in many activities, some of which required a lot of energy and some where we 
learned lots about the culture of the island and of course, every activity was fun and worthwhile.  
One day we were canoeing and I remember we had to chant Ma ori numbers. It was at that point that 
we began to understand about the possible overlaps in languages and cultures in the Pacific. Near the 
start of the journey, we had an afternoon of cultural learning and one of the things was that the tall 
mountains used to be the Tahitian flags of the Tahitian people, quite a while ago. Many other  
activities included swimming with sharks and rays, a football game, which we lost by a lot, however, 
we scored one goal better than previous years! A whole afternoon was dedicated for shopping, and 
while we explored Papeete (the capital), we entered the Pearl Museum and was relieved by the air 
conditioning. All the activities brought great joy. 
 
Two students were assigned to each family  
available. I was astonished by the kindness,  
generosity, flexibility and by just how awesome my 
family was. The family had a whiteboard that I 
used every evening to extend my French. The  
family had two girls who were currently in New 
Zealand at the time I was in Tahiti, which was nice 
to know. Ashley (my partner) was a brilliant guy to 
be with every step of the way and with the  
awesome family we had, together we experienced 
lots of fun and a diversity of connections between 
each other. The family had two cats, which I got to 
know very, very well. Though what I'm really 
grateful for is that the  parents spoke plenty of 
both French and English with us, as it made the 
trip easier, but still full of learning. The food we 
had at our table was splendid, with fruits I'd never 
tried before.  The family were outstanding and I do 
miss them. 
 
 
 



During the course of the ten days in Tahiti, we sat classes nearly every day, for three hours. In these 
classes we were only allowed to speak French to the teachers and the teachers would only speak 
French to us. I saw this a great benefit as we learnt things in an interesting and fun way. We learned 
lots of new things and revised some old vocabulary.  By the end of the trip, I had pages and pages of 
notes, which I'll convert into a little booklet for reference and revision. I was guided by the classes, 
the family, my New Zealand teachers and myself to learn many things about the French language.  
 
I give many thanks to those who helped make this trip so wonderful, the parents, Axelle and Nicolas, 
the teachers Madame Choureemootoo and Madame O'Brien; the language school teachers, HIBS, our 
parents; and all the boys who explored Tahiti with me. Thank you to everyone. 
 
The trip has come and gone. It was something to remember and cherish. I hope everyone  
enjoyed it as much as I did. 
 
Mark Zondervan 
 
 



VICTORIA UNIVERSITY MATHEMATICS CHALLENGE 2019 
  
This event is held jointly by the University of Victoria’s School of Mathematics, Statistics and  
Operations Research and the Wellington Mathematics Association. The competition gives students 
the opportunity to work collaboratively over the course of a day to solve complex and unfamiliar  
problems. The problems they are exposed to are quite different from those studied in the New  
Zealand school curriculum, and require the students to study and learn new material on the day. A 
large number of students from the greater Wellington region competed in 2019. The HIBS team, 
which comprised of Year 9 – 13 students, performed superbly, finishing in the top half of the  
competition. 
 

 
The members of the HIBS team were: (left to right) 
Samuel Merton, Danny Su, Xavier Hickson, Sithula Gamage, Zhiheng Dai, Alexander Yan, David Zhang, 
Jared Chan, Aden Sadler and Ryan Brydges. 
 
An example of the types of problems they had to solve were: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



HIBS SECURE THE NEW ZEALAND JUNIOR SECONDARY SCHOOLS  
NATIONAL CRICKET TITLE 
 
In order to get to this final, competing teams enter the competition within their region in Term 4 of 
the school year playing nearby schools. Winning teams advance through to their regional finals and 
the six regional winners from around the country are invited to the annual National finals held in 
Term 1 of the following school year.  
 
The National finals consist of 40-over cricket played in a round robin format. The 2019 National  
finals for the Junior Secondary Boys was held at Fitzherbert Park and Manawaroa Park in Palmerston 
North. HIBS, representing the Wellington region claimed the title. 
 
Here are the short scoreboards: 
 
HIBS vs Kings High School (Otago) - HIBS won by 216 runs with Archie Wilson scoring a 100 not 
out and Lachlan Bailey scoring 95. The pick of the bowlers was William Spice who took three wickets 
for two runs in 3.5 overs.   
 
HIBS vs New Plymouth Boys’ High School ( Central Districts) – HIBS won by 45 runs with Lachlan 
Bailey scoring 57 and MJ Lazenby 42. William Spice again snared three wickets for 35 runs in seven 
overs while Nathan Edmonds took two wickets for 18 runs in five overs. 
 
HIBS vs Hamilton Boys’ High School (Northern Districts) – HIBS won this game by 102 runs with 
Lucas Jelley having a captain’s knock of 64 and Lachlan Bailey batted well for 72. Ben Wilson ripped 
the heart out of the Hamilton innings with wonderful figures of six wickets for 19 runs in seven 
overs. 
 
HIBS vs Kings College (Auckland) – This was pretty much a final and although dependent on other 
results, it was a must win game for the HIBS boys. We lost the toss for the first time at the  
tournament and bowled first dismissing Kings for 125 with Ben Wilson again bowling spectacularly 
well snaring five wickets for 29 runs in 6.4 overs. Lucas Jelley batted well for 49 and Lachlan Bailey 
scored 36 taking the boys to a composed win by six wickets. 
 
HIBS vs Christchurch Boys’ High (Canterbury) – We again lost the toss and we dismissed CCBHS 
for 163 in the 49th over.  Lachlan Bailey took two wickets for 19 runs from eight overs and he was 
well supported by Siva Sriram who took two wickets for 16 runs in 5.3 overs and Nathan Edmonds 
who took two wickets for 26 runs in seven overs.  It was always going to be a tough ask to get up on a 
low, slow wicket and a poor start did not help as we lost regular wickets to be dismissed for 139,  
losing the game by 24 runs. The captain Lucas Jelley scored 29 and MJ Lazenby showed considerable 
fight scoring 46. 
 
Although HIBS lost this game, they took the title by virtue of a superior run rate and because of the 
fact that Kings College had earlier in the week beaten Christchurch Boys’ High. 



HIBS SECURE THE NEW ZEALAND JUNIOR SECONDARY SCHOOLS  
NATIONAL CRICKET TITLE CONTINUED 
 
HIBS had a number of boys in the top performers lists with Lachlanb Bailey named as the top run  
scorer with 274 runs and as HIBS tournament MVP and Ben Wilson topping the bowling MVP list 
with 14 wickets.  
 
The team was represented by – Lucas Jelley (Captain) Archie Wilson (Vice Captain), Harry Wall, 
Lachlan Bailey, Daniel Makowem, Sam Williamson, MJ Lazenby, Ben Wilson, William Spice, Siva  
Sriram, Nathan Edmonds, Henry Beare, Jacob Sutherland. Manager - Kath Beare. Coach – Ian Spice,  
Assistant coach – Mark Borthwick 

ROWING 
 
Elliott Rose had a great week at the New Zealand Secondary 
Schools Rowing Championships (Maadi Cup) at Lake  
Karapiro.  
 
Elliot won 2nd place in the Boys U18 1X (single sculls) B Final.  
 
He qualified for a Top 10 badge. This is awarded to the top 10 
U18 single sculls rowers in the country. New Zealand  
Secondary Schools Rowing Association (NZSSRA). 
 
Elliott also placed 3rd in the Boys U17 1X (single sculls) B  
Final.  



WATER SKIING 
 
Jack Silver was selected for the New Zealand Junior Water ski Team to compete in the annual Oceania 
tournament, where the New Zealand Junior team skis against the Australian Junior team.  
 
In the Under 14 division, Jack won a silver medal in slalom (top NZ skier), bronze medal in jump, 
bronze in tricks, and bronze overall. The New Zealand U14 team got their second win ever against 
the Australian team. Jack managed a personal best score in all three events in the Under 14 grade. He 
won the prize for most outstanding skier at the tournament.  
 

Jack also competed in the Waterski Nationals where he won two National junior titles with gold  
medals in the Slalom and Trick categories. He won a silver medal in Jump and a silver medal for  
junior boys overall and also qualified for the Open Men’s competition, which involves the top 10  
male skiers in the country, where he finished 6th. 

AFL 
 
Carter Lowther has been selected in the New Zealand Academy Under 15 AFL Team. Carter played 
for the level 1 NZ Academy team (U15) where he played two games against Mornington Peninsular 
at QBE stadium in Auckland. 




